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pretty thorough investigation of Michael's case. Extracurricular ro-
mances are a specialty of his. Michael goes after a girl and keeps
her in an uproar until his ego is satisfied. He then repents, and
Patricia forgives him. Patricia has already forgiven Michael four or
five times. Michael may talk about divorce, but talk is cheap. His
religion will keep him out of the divorce courts. Moreover, I believe
he is quite dependent on Patricia, and I know he carries snapshots
of their baby in his wallet.
I've tried to give Jan the straight facts, but she won't listen. When
I remind her that she moved out on me but that Michael is still
living with his family, she gets furious. She seems determined to
delude herself.
Jan thinks she is sophisticated and unconventional. She isn't. My
parents are extremely fond of her, and they are anything but un-
conventional. At times Jan is headstrong and overly independent,
but she is sensitive and in many ways quite innocent. Some girls
might be able to handle a Michael-type romance without being too
badly hurt. For Jan the price would be too steep.
It just happens that I love Jan. She's a long-time habit of mine.
Her cute looks and smooth line attracted me, but what held me
was the fact that underneath she was shy and insecure, and I felt
she needed me. I still feel that she needs me.
Somehow Jan and I never managed to settle down and establish
our marriage on a stable basis. While I was in the Army and other
G.I. wives were griping at the living accommodations, I con-
sidered myself a lucky guy indeed. Jan bounced around from a bad
boardinghouse to a worse one and had a wonderful time in the
process. She could be packed and ready to move to a new town at
an hour's notice. In twenty-four hours she had a circle of new
friends and as likely as not had organized a couple of clubs.
When I was separated from the Army, I expected Jan to quit
working. I hoped we would use my G,L loan and buy a pleasant
home in a good neighborhood. But Jan isn't interested in acquiring
a permanent home or in homemaking. Jan's mother is an excellent
housekeeper, and she can turn out a dandy meal on a two-burner